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87Made in Paradise

Paniolo O Hawai‘i— 
Cowboys of the Far West

2000 Filmworks Pacific

  DIRECTED BY Edgy Lee

 PRODUCED BY Edgy Lee

 SCREENPLAY BY Paul Berry, Edgy Lee

 CAST Kindy Sproat, Sonny Keakealani, Jiro Yamaguchi, John 
Lake, Willie Nelson, Will Rogers 

 Long before those riders of the purple sage rode the range in continental America’s wild, 
wild West cowboys roped cattle and busted broncos in the Kingdom of Hawai‘i. Edgy Lee sets 
the record straight in Paniolo O Hawai‘i—Cowboys of the Far West, revealing the hidden 
history of those indigenous cowboys who were also, in a sense, “Indians.” The beautifully shot 
seventy-nine-minute documentary traces Paniolo heritage, which goes back to the 1790s—
when British explorer Captain George Vancouver gave Hawaiian royalty Mexican longhorns—
and continues to today. Narrated by Country Western singer Willie Nelson, John Lake and 
others, with archival footage shot by a Thomas Edison camera crew and of Will Rogers in 
Hawai‘i, plus lots of actuality of and interviews with contemporary Hawaiian cowboys, Pan-
iolo has an elegiac tone and won two Chicago International Film Festival Silver Awards. Like 
The Descendants, Paniolo’s soundtrack includes hauntingly lovely Hawaiian songs; a compan-
ion CD, Na Mele O Paniolo, was released by Warner Reprise with music by Sonny Lim, Clyde 
“Kindy” Sproat, Sonny Chillingworth, Leabert Lindsey, Michael Martin Murphy and Ledward 
Ka‘apana. From 2002-2003 Paniolo aired on National Geographic Worldwide Channels.

Edgy Lee
 After working for years in the entertainment industry in Los Angeles, Edgy Lee returned 
with her finely honed artistic expertise to O‘ahu, where she was born, raised and attend-
ed Punahou, and established FilmWorks Pacific. This production company produces Ha-
wai‘i-themed and based documentaries. In 1998’s Papakolea—A Story of Hawaiian Land—
produced with Academy Award®-winning cinematographer Haskell Wexler and Emmy® 
Award-winning documentary writer and producer Saul Landau—director/co-writer Lee ex-
amines Honolulu’s only community where the federal government set land aside for Native 
Hawaiians under the 1920 Hawaiian Homes Commission Act. Lee’s 2001 Waikïkï—In the 
Wake of Dreams traces the evolution of Hawai‘i’s most famous tourist destination and has a 
companion coffee table type book. 2006’s The Hawaiians—Reflecting Spirit is a moving look 
at the Aloha State’s indigenous inhabitants, focusing on sovereignty and self-determination 
issues: land, water, culture, political and religion rights. From 2003-2006 FilmWorks Pacific 
produced two chronicles hosted by investigative reporter Matt Levi about the crystal meth 
“ice” crisis in the 50th State. FilmWorks Pacific also launched Pacific Network, a Hawai‘i and 
Oceania-themed Internet television network.
 Back in the day Lee, who is of half-Chinese ancestry, was cast as “Miss Chun King” and, 
as a traditionally costumed representative of that prepared canned food company, appeared 
on NBC-TV’s The Tonight Show, charming host Johnny Carson and sidekick Ed McMahon. 
Lee—whose nonfiction films have been broadcast in Hawai‘i and screened at prestigious 
venues such as Washington’s Smithsonian Museum of the American Indian and the L.A.-
based Autry National Center, a museum dedicated to the American West founded by the silver 
screen’s “singing cowboy,” Gene Autry—is arguably Hawai‘i’s greatest non-indigenous local 
filmmaker. As of this writing Lee is working on a documentary called Sandalwood Moun-
tain—A Cautionary Tale. 
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